A Gem of a History

For the Boyajians, making jewelry is a family tradition.

by Michaela Vattimo
Community contributor

illiam Boyajian of Port Royal
W.lcwclv:rs 1s a popular jewelry

artisan and beloved philanthro-
pist in Naples. What many don’t know
about him, though, is that his long-stand-
ing family business actually began in
Collier County 45 years ago, with ties to
the jewelry industry dating back to 1905
in West Hoboken, N.J.

Offering pearls and precious gems
from the Mediterranean countries,
customers soon realized that Boyajian
jewelry was truly unique, especially in
the U.S. during the early 1900s. Some
members of the family also traveled to

the outback of Australia to mine for rare
gems and stones that would later be cre-
ated into one-of-a-kind designs.

Keeping to this tradition of mining
and offering unique gems from all over
the world, Leo Boyajian and his wife
(William's parents) moved to Collier
County and opened their first store on
Marco Island in 1968. The busy jew-
eler and staff relocated to Naples’ Fifth
Avenue in 1974, naming it Landmark
Gems LTD.

Once young William graduated from
Gemological Institute of America and
the prestigious Art Center College of
Design in Pasadena, Calif., he returned
to Naples and opened Port Royal Jewel-
ers in 1992,

William Boyajian, center, and his parents
at their Landmark Gems LTD store on Fifth
Avenue South in 1976.

Photo courtesy of William Boyajian
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From the Outback
to Fifth Avenue

One of Leo Boyajian's many ad-
ventures was to Australia, where he
became the first American to purchase
a fine fire opal. He spent many months
in the opal mines and bought stones
directly from the aboriginal miners.
When he returned to the U.S.in the late
1940s, he started his collection with the
opals he'd collected there.In 1968, he
opened Landmark Gems in Naples.

Clockwise from top, Leo Boyajian mining for
opals in Coober Pedy, Australia, in 1948, just
after World War II; a ribbon-cutting ceremony
with the Chamber of Commerce after the re-
imagining of Leo’s company and the opening
of William's first store on Fifth Avenue South
in 1991; Leo Boyajian at seven or eight years
old in New York. —Information provided by

William Boyajian
Photos courtesy of William Boyajian
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Serving SWFL
Since 1999

Replacement Roller Systems

Proudly Serving
Lee & Collier Counties

Locally Owned & Operated

239.574.1969

1-866-594-1969 Licensed, Insured
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Call now for
SPECIAL OFFERS!
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equipment
to buy!

start-up
costs!

Programming subject to change at any time

Professional Installation
of a DIRECTV® System in up to 4 rooms

Custom installation extra. §19.95 Handting & Delivery fez may apply.
Applicable use tax adjustment may apply on the retail value of the instaliation

Switch in minutes!

1-888-366-1311

All offers require 2 year agreement. Credit card required [except in MA & PA). New approved customers only [lease
required|. *Eligibility for local channels is based on service address. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject
to change at any time. Receipt of DIRECTV programming subject to DIRECTV Customer Agreement; copy provided at
directv.com/legal and in order confirmation. Call for details. ©2014 DIRECTV. DIRECTV and the Cyclone Design loga are
trademarks of DIRECTV, LLC. All other marks are property of their respective owners.
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